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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


The opening Meeting of the Spring Session will be held on 
Wednesday, 14th January, 1920, at the Science Library, South 
Kensington, S.W.7. The Librarian, Mr. L. W. Fulcher, B.Sc., 
will meet the party at 5 o’clock, and has kindly undertaken to 
explain the objects and scope of the Library, as well as to 
describe its methods. 

Remembering the efforts that are likely in the immediate future to develop 
collections of scientific literature on a more liberal scale than has been 
possible in the past, this is a first-rate opportunity for obtaining some know- 
ledge of the administration of one of the richest existing libraries of science. 
The Library is one of those operating under the control of the Board of 
Education, and accordingly may perhaps be regarded as an example of the 
library policy of that body. 

The nearest Underground Station is South Kensington, and the entrance 
is in Exhibition Road, close to the Underground Subway leading to the 
Royal Albert Hall. 


NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH, 


A Meeting of the above Branch will be held at the Black- 
burn Public Library, Museum and Art Gallery, on Wednesday, 
28th January next, at 3 p.m., by kind permission of the Chief 
Librarian (Mr. R. Ashton, F.L.A.). Mr. J. W. Lucas, F.L.A., 
will read a paper on “ The National Libraries of France,” which 
will be followed by “ Topical Questions,” viz., ‘‘ Proposed 


Summer School,” “ Classes versus Summer School,” &c. 

Tea will be served at 5 p.m. by kind invitation of the Public Library, 
Museum and Art Committee. Members and friends who intend to be present 
are requested to notify the Hon. Secretary by January 25th at the latest. 


REGINALD G, WILLIAMS, 
Central Lending Library, Hon. Secretary. 
Bolton, 





The New Year.—We wish all members and friends of our 
Association a very happy and prosperous new year. The past 
year has been an eventful one for librarianship. It has seen the 
return of very many of our colleagues after a long absence on 
military and naval service; it has seen the publication of a 
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most important official document relating to the present position 
and possible development of libraries: viz., “The Third Interim 
Report ” of the Adult Education Committee ; and at this moment 
the hopes raised by that Report seem likely to become speedily 
realized through the passing of a new Libraries Bill. The 
year has also seen the establishment of the School of Librarian- 
ship, and the filling by the younger and more progressive men 
of quite a number of positions. Altogether, therefore, we 
look forward to 1920 with confidence and a conviction that it is 
likely to prove a momentous one in the annals of librarianship. 
We sincerely hope that the librarians and assistants of the country 
will not be found wanting at this time. 


An Error.—We regret that the December issue of The 
Library Assistant was wrongly paged. 

The pagination should commence at 301 and end at 308. 
Will readers kindly make the correction ? 


An Appeal.—We have heard with regret that the late Mr. 
Arrowsmith, for many years librarian of Darlington, has left a 
widow with practically no means of support. The small salary 
of her daughter, who was recently appointed a junior assistant at 
Darlington, is the only means of maintenance of both mother and 
daughter. The Library Association has opened a subscription 
fund by means of which it is hoped to raise sufficient to relieve 
Mrs. Arrowsmith’s immediate wants. If any of our readers feel 
that they can help this deserving case, will they please send their 
subscriptions to Mr. F. Pacy, at Caxton Hall, Westminster, 
S.W. 1. 


Mr. Councillor Peters. — We wish it to be known that 
Mr. Peters’ absence from the December General Meeting was 
through no fault of his. He was asked some months ago to 
address the Association, and readily agreed to do so, but by some 
strange oversight on the part of the one who undertook to make 
the arrangements no definite agreement appears to have been 
entered into, and Mr. Peters heard nothing further until a formal 
reminder reached him the day before the meeting. 


Salaries.—The Council of the L.A.A. will be glad to receive 
for their information copies of any scales of salaries that have 
been recently revised, or are likely to be submitted for approval 
within the next few months. These should be sent to the 
Honorary Secretary, Bromley Library, London, E. 14, as soon 
as possible, preferably before the 14th inst. The material 
received will be regarded as confidential. 


Henry Wilfred Checketts.— The memory of H. W. 
Checketts, his great ability and fine character, and his death in 
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action in 1916, will long remain with those who knew him. His 
many friends in the Library Assistants’ Association will be 
interested to know that Mr. Frank Powell (who will be well- 
remembered by the “survivors” of the Dutch Easter School of 
1913) has erected a memorial to Checketts in St. Agatha’s Church, 
Birmingham. ‘The memorial, which takes the form of a crucifix, 
was executed in Brussels, and is a fine example of wood carving. 
H.M.C. . 


The Honorary Assistant Editorship. — We regret to 
announce that Miss Gwendolen Rees has found it necessary to 
relinquish the office of Honorary Assistant Editor of The Library 
Assistant. We should like to place on record our deep apprecia- 
tion of Miss Rees’ services to the Association. She has carried 
out the duties of the office with signal ability and enthusiasm, and 
members owe her a debt of gratitude. Very few people realise 
the enormous amount of work entailed in distributing a Journal 
by post, and in keeping up to date a register of members, which 
is in a constant state of flux. Miss M. E. Day has very kindly 
accepted the office. 





PROCEEDINGS. 


The December General Meeting was held at the Ceutral Library for 
Students on Wednesday, 10th December, at 7.30p.m., Mr. J. Davidson, M.A., 
Secretary of the Joint Committee for Adult Education, being in the chair. The 
minutes of the November meeting having been read and confirmed, Mr. G. P. 
Jones, B.A., of the Stepney Public Libraries, was declared duly elected to fill 
the Council vacancy caused by the resignation of Miss Fairweather. In accord- 
ance with the announcement published in the last number of The Library 
Assistant, the Honorary Secretary moved, and the Honorary Editor seconded 
an amendment to the Rules of the Association, which would admit to member- 
ship students at any recognised Library School. Mr. Sandry moved an 
amendment, which was seconded by Mr. Bolton, that the matter be deferred 
until the next Annual General Meeting. After some discussion the amendment 
was put to the vote and declared lost. The original motion was then put and 
carried. The amendments are: — Rule 3: Members (a.) The Association 
shall consist of Honorary Fellows, Fellows, Members, Student Members and 
Associates. Student Members: All persons duly registered as students in 
any recognised School of Librarianship. Rule 4 (a.) The Annual Sub- 
scription shall be . . . 5s. for Members and Student Members. 

In the absence of the speaker for the evening, Mr. Councillor Arthur 
Peters, C.B.E., J.P., an informal discussion took place on the Libraries Bill 
then before Parliament. 


YORKSHIRE BRANCH. 


A Meeting of the Yorkshire Branch was held at the Commercial Library, 
Bradford, on Wednesday, 19th November, by kind permission of Mr. Butler 
Wood, Chief Librarian. Mr. G. W. Strother (President) was in the chair, 
and there was a splendid attendance. In the afternoon, Mr. F. J. Boardman 
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(Huddersfield) read a paper entitled ‘‘ What the Public ought to know.’’ Mr. 
Boardman explained that the main purpose of his paper was to appeal for the 
public recognition of librarianship as a science, to suggest certain methods of 
clearing away the prejudice which had so long burdened them, and to 
endeavour to enlist public sympathy. The existing ignorance as to the 
qualifications of a librarian, the continued use of antiquated methods, exclusive 
libraries, cheap assistants, dirty books, and an advocacy of the removal of 
the rate limit, were the main points touched upon by the speaker, 

In the evening, Mr. W. Robertshaw (York) read a paper entitled ‘'‘ Things 
that matter: post bellum impressions of a library student.’’ The reader 
discussed the affairs which he considered to be of vital importance to library 
assistants, judged by the state of the same as found on his return from 
military duties. Mr. Robertshaw expressed his views in a series of six 
impressions :—(1) The School of Librarianship; (2) The Unsatisfactory 
Education Syllabus of the Library Association; (3) The Proposed Amalga- 
mation of the L.A.A. with the L.A.; (4) Control of Public Libraries by 
Education Authorities ; (5) County Councils as Library Authorities ; (6) Rate 
Limitation. Both papers created considerable discussion, and it was 
gratifying to notice the readiness with which some of the younger members 
expressed their views. A pleasant and profitable meeting concluded with 
votes of thanks to Mr. Butler Wood for the use of the Library, and to the 
Bradford members for the generous provision of an excellent tea. 





OBITUARY. 


Henry Vaux Hopwood.—With sincere regret we record the death, 
at the age of 53, of HENRY VAUX HOPwoop, Deputy-Librarian of the Patent 
Office Library, which occurred on the 5th December, from pneumonia, 
following influenza, after a very brief illness. For many years Mr. Hopwoop 
took an active part in the affairs of the Library Association, and served on 
the Council; he was also a member of the L.A.A. Council for some time. 
Before both Associations he read several helpful papers on technical subjects, 
one particularly useful contribution being an exposition of the Brussels 
expansion of the Dewey Classification, afterwards reprinted separately. When 
the Library Association was issuing ‘‘ Best Books,’’ Mr. Hopwoop was one 
of the most hard-working editors, and he likewise played no small part in the 
establishment of the ‘‘ Index to Periodical Literature.’ In consequence of 
his unassuming and retiring nature, much of Mr. Hopwoop’s work for 
librarianship is unknown to the Profession at large, and were it all tabulated 
its extent would beasurprise to many. In addition to his bibliographical 
pursuits, he was interested in the science of Optics, and for a period filled the 
office of Honorary Secretary of the Optical Society; he was further an expert 
photographer and produced a valuable volume on ‘‘ Living Pictures.'’ Ina 
different direction Church work engaged his attention to a considerable extent, 
and he held office on the voluntary staff of St. Paul’s Cathedral, where he 
could be seen on great occasions in charge of one of the aisles. One of the 
kindest dispositions, he was ever ready to assist in any way, was sympathetic 
to the suggestions of others, and almost undoubtedly undertook more than 
his frail physique could withstand. His loss is a serious one, and heartfelt 
sympathy will go out to his widow and two sons, as well as to his revered 
father, who is widely known in library circles for the admirable lectures he So 
frequently gave in pre-war days. Mr. HoPpwoop’s remains were laid to rest 
in Abney Park Cemetery, Stoke Newington, on Tuesday, December 9th, when 
a number of librarians and other gentlemen assembled to pay him their final 
respects. The Hon. Secretary represented the L.A.A. 
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THE PUBLIC LIBRARIES ACT, 1919.” 


Most of our readers have probably seen a copy of “A Bill 
to amend the Public Libraries Acts, 1892 to 1901. . . .” 
Those who have not had the opportunity of examining its actual 
text are reminded that it may be obtained from His Majesty’s 
Stationery Office for One Penny. 

The Bill was presented to the House of Commons on 
28th November last by Mr. Herbert Lewis, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Board of Education, and had the support of the 
Ministers of Education and Health (Mr. Fisher and Dr. Addison). 
On the 18th December it passed the final reading in the House 
of Lords, and received the Royal Assent on the 33rd. 

In view of its importance, and in response to several requests, 
we have thought it desirable to publish some brief notes on the 
recommendations contained therein. The numbers in curves at 
the beginning of each paragraph refer to the respective clauses. 

(1) Powers of County Councils to Adopt the Public 
Libraries Acts.—Gives to County Councils for the first time the 
power to adopt the Acts by simple resolution for the whole or for 
any part of a county, but excluding any existing library area. 
The resolution must specify the area to which the Acts are to 
apply. 

The County Council shall be the executive authority for the 
Acts in the area specified by the resolution, and the power to 
adopt the Acts as now held by a district in the area under the Act 
of 1892 shall come to an end. 

(2) Arrangements Between Existing Library Authorities 
and County Councils.—A library authority of an existing library 
area (except a County Borough Council) may hand over its 
powers to the County Council, and this, if the County Council 
agrees to take over the powers, shall be equivalent to an adoption 
of the Acts by the County Council for that area. 

Where a library authority so relinquishes its powers, all its 
property becomes the property of the County Council, together 
with any liabilities. 

(3) Reference and Delegation of Library Powers.—Any 
library authority, that is to say, any County Council or County 
Borough Council, which desires in future to adopt the Acts can 
only do so on the report of its Education Committee, “unless . . 
the matter is urgent.’ From this it will be seen that any library 
system which may be established hereafter must come under 
the direct control of the Local Education Committee. The phrase 
quoted is somewhat obscure, but seems to offer an alternative 


*Notes compiled by W. C. Berwick Sayers and H. A. Sharp. 











6 


to those authorities who prefer to set up an independent library 
committee. But the Act specifically says that all library matters 
shall “stand referred” to the Education Committee. 

On the other hand, any County Council or County Borough 
which already possesses a library system established under the 
Acts, may delegate any of its powers—except the raising of a rate 
or the borrowing of money--: to its Education Committee. It isa 
matter for the local authority to decide whether its libraries shall 
continue to be administered by the independent library committee 
as at present, or whether they shall be transferred to the Education 
Committee. 

Where the Education Committee is given the control of the 
libraries, the Education Committee may form a sub-committee 
consisting in whole or in part of its own members, and may 
delegate to it the entire control and administration of the libraries. 

(4) Removal of the Rate Limit.—By far the most important 
clause of the Act is this, which removes the limit on the library 
rate altogether. An authority may spend exactly what amount it 
chooses upon the maintenance of its libraries. 

In order to alleviate the financial conditions of those libraries 
which have been forced to overspend this year owing to the 
increased cost of everything, the Act provides that such over- 
spending shall not be open to objection from the auditors, so long 
as, in the opinion of the Ministry of Health, it has been reason- 
ably incurred. 

In future, however, when a given rate is made for library 
purposes, it must not be varied, or, at any rate exceeded, until 
twelve months after the date at which it was made, 

A County Council may, after due notice to the overseers, 
charge a parish with any expenses incurred in connection with the 
provision of library facilities by which the parish has benefited. 
In the cases of boroughs and urban districts, this may only be 
done after consultation with the authorities concerned. The 
County Council may not, however, charge expenses against an 
existing library district, except with the consent of the library 
authority. 

Receipts and expenditure of a County Council incurred under 
the Acts shall be audited as provided. in the Local Government 
Act, 1888. 

(5) Power to rescind Resolutions of County Councils 
adopting the Public Libraries Acts.—If in the opinion of a 
County Council the Acts can be carried out better by a smaller 
authority within the county, the Council may apply to the Board 
of Education for an order rescinding its resolution to adopt the 
Acts, so far as the particular district in the county is concerned, in 
order that it may transfer these powers to the district authority. 
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In the event of such an order being made, all property, rights 
and liabilities incurred may be transferred from the County Council 
to the library authority concerned. 

(6) Power of Certain Library Authorities to Purchase 
Land Compulsorily.—This clause authorises a library authority, 
being the local education authority for purposes of higher 
education, “to purchase land compulsorily for the purpose of any 
of their powers or duties under the Public Libraries Acts.” 

(7) Repeal of Section 3 of 56 and 57 Vict. c.11.—Formerly 
the method of adopting the Acts was complicated in that the 
resolution adopted had to be sent to every member of the local 
authority, and to the Local Government Board, to be advertised 
as having been passed, etc. Now the Acts may be adopted by a 
simple resolution to that effect by the authority concerned. 

(8) Power of Providing Schools of Science and of Art 
Under Section 11 of 55 and 56 Vict.c. 53 to Cease.—The clause, 
however, permits the maintenance of any such school established 
under this section previous to the commencement of this Act. 

(9) Power of Providing Museums Under 54 and 55 Vict. 
c. 22 to Cease.—Here, again, any museum established prior to the 
commencement of this Act may still be maintained. 

(10) Interpretation.—‘ The Public Libraries Acts’ means 
the Public Libraries Acts, 1892 to 1901 and this Act.” “‘The 
Board’ means the Board of Education.” ‘Existing library 
area’ means a district in which the Acts have been in operation 
during the last preceding financial year.” “‘ Financial year’ 
means the year ending on the 31st day of March.” 

(11) Short title and repeal._—The Act may be cited as the 
Public Libraries Act, 1919. 
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The following are hereby repealed :— 











Session ih aetp siete 
and Short Title. Extent of Repeal. / 
Cammeer ee ea ase n a le ae ee } 
55 & 56 The Public Section two; in section three the words ‘‘ or with 
Vict. Libraries Act, ‘* respect to any limitation of the rate other than | 
c. 33. 1892. ‘‘the limitations specified in this Act'’; sub- } 


section (4) of section twenty-one. 
56&57 The Public In section two the words “ subject to the conditions 


Vict. Libraries ‘* contained in the second section of that Act '’ and 
c.11. (Amendment) the words ‘‘and the limitation of the maximum 
Act, 1893. “*rate to be levied for the purposes of that Act 


‘*may within the limits fixed by that Act be fixed, 
‘* raised or removed’"’; section three. 


1Edw.7. The Public Section ten, 
c. 19. Libraries Act, 
1901. 

















LIBRARY SCHOOL NOTES. 


We have pleasure in drawing the attention of Students at Library Schools 
to the fact that the rules of the L.A.A. have been amended to admit to mem- 
bership students at any recognised School of Librarianship upon payment of 
an annual subscription of five shillings. 

Through the co-operation of Mr. Luxmore Newcombe and a small com- 
mittee appointed for the purpose, we hope to devote some space regularly to 
Library School matters. Below we print a brief report of some of the work 
done at University College since the foundation of the School. 


Literature.—A feature of the English Literature Class, conducted by 
Dr. Baker, has been the *‘ seminars,’’ at which papers have been read and 
discussed on Coleridge, ‘‘ Elia,'’ The Sonnet, Keats, Scott, The Ballad, etc. 


Bibliography.—An opportunity was afforded to Mr. Esdaile’s students 
of visiting the British Museum, where facilities were afforded for examining 
the priceless collection of early printed books. 


Bookbinding.—Mr. Gillman, of the British Museum, delivered three 
lectures on Bookbinding, which were illustrated by practical demonstrations. 


Visits to Libraries.—In connection with the library routine class, 
Mr. Prideaux organised visits to several libraries, including those of University 
College, the Science Library, South Kensington, and the Islington Central 
Library. At all of these the methods were carefully explained, and the 
important features pointed out to the students. The students of Mr. Sayers’ 
classification class paid a similar visit to the Fulham Central Library. 


Public Lectures. — Three instructive public lectures were given, as 
follows :—‘‘ The Uses of Libraries and the Library Arts,’’ by E. A. Baker, 
M.A., D.Lit., in which the lecturer advocated that the elements of the library 
arts and the use of books should form part of the curriculum of the elementary 
school. He also thought that closer co-operation between the libraries of 
London would result in much more useful work being done. 

Mr. Prideaux delivered lectures on ‘‘The Indexing of Books and 
Periodicals’’ and on ‘‘ Indexing in Business and Daily Life.'’ The lecturer 
dealt with both the historical and the practical sides of his subject, and 
deplored the fact that there were so few trained indexers. 

Mr. Rye, Goldsmith's Librarian, gave a splendidly illustrated lecture on 
‘The Oldest Book in the World.’’ In the course of his lecture Mr. Rye 
gave a very comprehensive review of the history of the ‘‘stone’’ book, 
throwing much light on the ancestry of our modern book. 

The final lecture was an illustrated one on Public Libraries by Mr. 
L. Stanley Jast. The lecturer gave special prominence to children’s libraries 
and special libraries. 


NEW MEMBERS. 


Members: Chas, F. Keyte (West Ham); Misses V. Tibbs and 
McGuire (Auckland, N.Z.). 

North Eastern Branch: Members: Misses J. Applegarth and 
E. Ward (West Hartlepool). Associates: Misses Bailey (South Shields), 
J. E. Harding, A. Hume, E. B. Peacock, and N. Wadsworth (New- 
castle-upon-Tyne). 
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Contractors to Admiralty, War Office, H.M. Office of Works, 
Colonial overnments, L.C.C., etc. 
















The Bedford Binding. 





OUR BINDING for Public Libraries is acknowledged to be 
the best. 


OUR METHOD is NOT one of uniformity of treatment. 


OUR PROCESS for strengthening the broken folds of sections 


is the latest and improved style without over- 
sewing. 


OUR WORK AND MATERIALS are essentially 
the best. 


THE BEDFORD BINDERY, 


19, CRAWFORD PLACE, — ROAD 
LONDON, W. 


For STUDY & RECREATION 
Including— 

LITERARY, EDUCATIONAL 

SCIENTIFIC, TECHRICAL 

and all other subjects. 


Over anne volumes in Stock. SECOND oy - —_— game. New at 
Discount Prices. Catalogue No. 943 Free 
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The Bookshop that appeals to Booklovers. 








The stock comprisés all the latest works on SCIENCE, 

TECHNOLOCY, CHEMISTRY, HISTORY and BIOCRAPHY, SPORTS 

and TRAVEL, POETRY and DRAMA, ARTS and CRAFTS, besides 
new fiction and juvenile books. 








You are invited to call and inspect the large variety of volumes 
on the shelves of the Lounge, and need feel no obligation to 
purchase in so doing. 





Important to Librarians. 


A large stock of REMAINDERS AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES, 
amongst them many important works of Travel, Sport, Natural 
History, Biography, etc. A Catalogue of these will be sent on 


application. 
TRUSLOVE & HANSON, vo een 
LTD. LONDON. 








To Librarians and Assistants in Charge. 


Please send us your Lists of Wants. 


We hold one of the largest stocks in the kingdom of Second-hand Fiction and 
JUVENILES (15,000 different titles), and in making our reports we give full 
particulars of the edition and condition of every book offered. 
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OUR SPECIALITY — 
“Out of print’ Books at Résééhabié Prices. | 
PRESTON & Co., Public Library Bookselférs, 


77, CLAPHAM PARK ROAD, LONDON, S.W 
"Phone No.: Brixton 1542. 














